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source, regardless of how or where you acquired it. T'his includes borrowing

ideas or even structure. And “by merely changing a few W(')rds n'r rearrapging
several words or sentences, you are not paraphrasing. Making minor revisions

to barrowed text amounts (o plagiarism," the Web site w§rns.
But those warnings go unheeded by many. The Center for Academic ¢

Integrity found last year that more than 70 percent of college students admitted
to having cheated at least once, more than 60 percent admitted to plagiarizing,

and nearly 40 percent said they have plagiarized from the Internet.
Strict disciplinary action should follow students who are caught trying to -

claim someone else’s work as their own. The more it goes unnoticed, the easier
it is for students to keep stealing. Educators should devote time and attention
to properly educating students on what plagiarism is and why it’s stupid to

do it.
In the end, the plagiarizer has the most to lose, whether he or she gets s

caught or not. Many of the online papers are not worthy of copying, especially
if a student wants to excel in college.
By sfeali'ng someone else’s work and “In the end, the
labeling it as their own, students forgo T
plagiarizer has the most

the opportunity to learn how to
research, develop ideas, and translate to lose, whether he or

them into quality writing. Not to men- she gets caught or not.”
tion tarnishing a reputation, if the stu-

dent gets caught.
Cheathouse.com and other sites like it might get students a passing grade ¢

in a course, but it only puts them a step behind everyone else who is develop-
ing the skills needed to thrive in the workplace. Employers won’t be as forgiv-
ing as teachers or disciplinary committees. The day will come when the “I'ma
student. I'm still learning” excuse will fall on deaf ears.

Revising to Eliminate Plagiarism

As you revise your papers, scrutinize your work carefully to be sure you
have not inadvertently committed plagiarism.

The following paragraph (from page 28 of Hot, Flat, and Crowded by
Thomas L. Friedman) and the four guidelines that follow it will help you
to understand the situations in which accidental plagiarism is most likely

to occur.

So if you think the world feels crowded now, just wait a few
decades. In 1800, London was the world’s largest city with one million
people. By 1960, there were 111 cities with more than one million peo-
ple. By 1995 there were 280, and today there are over 300, according 10

=



Needless to say, these exploding popuylati

infrastructure in these megacities—nineteen mjjjion people in Mumbai
n Mumbai

alone—as well as driving loss of arable |
j and, deforestati ishi
water shortages, and air and water pollution s

1. Be sure you have identified

our sour : ¢
documentation. / ¢¢ and provided appropriate

PLAGIARISM

The world is becoming more and more crowded, and some twenty-
;ix cities are expected to have Populations of over 10 million by 2015.

Thic student writer does not quote directly from Friedman’s discussion,
but her summary of his comments does not represent her original ideas
and therefore needs to be documented.

Ihe following correct use of source material includes both an identi-
fying tag (a phrase that identifies Friedman as the source of the ideas) and
apage number that directs readers to the exact location of the material the
student is summarizing. (Full source information is provided in the works-
cited list.)

CORRECT
According to Thomas L. Friedman, the world is becoming more and
more crowded, and twenty-six cities are expected to have popula-

tions of over 10 million by 2015 (28).

2. Be sure you have placed quotation marks around borrowed words.

PLAGIARISM : :
According to Thomas L. Friedman, the exploding populations of mega-

cities around the world are overwhelming their infrastructure (28).

Although the passage above provides parenthetical dogum_entatnqn and
Includes ap identifying tag indicating the source of its xdeai,slt uses
Friedman’s exact words without placing them in quotation me.lrh el
To avoid committing plagiarism, the writer needs to either pta
dotation marks around Friedman’s words or paraphrase his comments.

CORRECT (BORROWED WORDS IN QUOTATION MARK?) B
According to Thomas L. Friedman, the “exploding popu SR
large cities around the world are “rapidly overwhelming

Wre in thege megacities” (28).

B
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CORRECT (BORROWED WORDS
According to Thomas L. Frie
large cities around the world poses @ S

function (28).
ou have indicated the boundaries of the borrowed

PARAPHRASED)
dman, the rapid rise in population of
erious threat to their ability to

3. Be sure y
material.

PLAGIARISM

The world is becoming M
serious problems in the f
world’s cities will have popu
“these exploding populations are rapi
ture in these megacities” (Friedman 28).

ore and more crowded, and this will lead to
uture. Soon, as many as twenty-six of the
lations over 10 million. It is clear that
dly overwhelming infrastruc-

In the passage above, the student correctly places F_riedman’s words in
quotation marks and includes appropriate parenthetical documentation.
However, she does not indicate that other ideas in the passage, although
not quoted directly, are also Friedman’s.

To avoid committing plagiarism, the student needs to use identifying
tags to indicate the boundaries of the borrowed material, which goes

beyond the quoted words.

CORRECT

According to Thomas L. Friedman, the world is becoming more and
more crowded, and this will lead to serious problems in the future.
Soon, Friedman predicts, as many as twenty-six of the world'’s cities
will have populations of over 10 million, and this rise in population
will put a serious strain on the cities' resources, “ rapidly overwhelm-
ing infrastructure in these megacities” (28).

4. Be sure you have used your own phrasing and syntax.

PLAGIARISM

If you feel crowded now, Thomas L. Friedman says, just wait
twenty or thirty years. In 1800, London, with a million inhabitants,
was the largest city in the world; over 111 cities had more than a mil-
lion people by 1960. Thirty-five years later, there were 280; today,
according to statistics provided by the UN Population Fund, there aré
more than 300. There were only five megacities (10 million people of
more) in 1975 and fourteen in 1995. However, by 2015, the United
Nations predicts, there might be twenty-six. These rapidly growing
populations threaten to overwhelm the infrastructure of the meg&
cities (Mumbai alone has 19 million people), destroying arable 1and-

tt'we forests, and fishing and causing water shortages and water and
air poliution (28).



rhe student who wr.
e NEU(';‘ ing la 0dle the paragraph on the preceds
an ide n.“_; ),1‘ gH g and parenthetical documentation tn P i
4 hc.r i Ldb.‘ : owevc-zr, her Pafagraph’s phrasi 0 ldenufy the source
dentical to Friedman’s, Ng and syntax are almost
In the following paragraph, the writer correctly paraph d
rases and sum-

marizes Frnedmal? s ideas, quoting a few distinctiv
«er 9 for information on paraphrase and summary. )e e ol o

CORRECT
As Thomas L. Friedman warns, the world h

more and more crowded and is likely to grow st‘”as been growing
the years to come. ﬁelying on UN population d'at:]ir? ZOWded if‘
mates that there will be some twenty more "me' r,'e_ ",‘,a" esti-
with more than 10 million people) in 2015 than the?ea(:lt'es' (those
In 1800, in contrast, only one city in the world—Lovr::re in 1975,
nillion inhabitants.) Obviously, this is an alarming t'endo:r'—zad a
oelieves that these rapidly growing populations are ”o;/er:;h::::wrj
ng infrastructure in these megacities” and are bound to strain
resources, leading to “loss of arable land, deforestation, [and]
overfishing” and creating not only air and water pollution bu’t water

;hortages as well (28).

Do not forget to document statistics that you get from a source.

Thomas L. Friedman’s statistics about the threat of rising

For example,
al research, so you need to docu-

population are the result of his origin
ment them.
2y,

nthesizes information from two different
following the student paragraph), but
responsibly. (For information on
d the paragraph, and then

- OEXERCISE 11.3

~ The following student paragraph sy
sources (which appear on pp. 380-381,
the student writer has not used sOurces
Synthesis, see Chapter 9.) Read the sources an

Make the following changes:
quoted a source’s

" Insert quotation marks where the student has

words.
aterial if necessary so that its

¥ Edit paraphrased and summarized M
o those of a source.

Syntax and phrasing are not to0 close t
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